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Sept. 5: Guatemalan Health Minister Miguel Angel Montepeque reported 173 confirmed cases
of cholera. Health officials in San Marcos department, however, say 215 cases of the disease have
been confirmed in that region alone. In addition, 377 victims of cholera have been reported in
Suchitepequez department. The governments of Japan and South Korea have donated $30,000
and $20,000 worth of medical supplies, respectively, for the prevention and treatment of cholera
in Guatemala. Sept. 7: Nicaraguan health officials denied the existence of three cholera cases
reported by local newspapers. Meanwhile, 784 persons with cholera-like symptoms are under
observation. Sept. 9: Salvadoran deputy health minister Gustavo Argueta reported 52 confirmed
cases of cholera. Another 329 persons are under observation. In Tegucigalpa, health officials said
cholera prevention campaigns in Honduras require an investment of $140 million over a four-year
period. Sept. 10: Guatemalan Health Minister Montepeque reported 181 confirmed cholera cases.
Salvadoran Health Minister Lisandro Vasquez reported 67 confirmed cases of the disease. Sept.
12: Panamanian health officials reported the existence of three possible cases of cholera in El Real,
Darien department. Sept. 13: Panamanian Health Minister Guillermo Rolla reported the nation's
first cholera fatality in Pinogana, Darien department. Rolla added that two other confirmed cases,
and 13 probable cases of cholera have been recorded in Pinogana. Guatemalan Health Minister
Montepeque reported 201 confirmed cases of cholera. According to the minister, most are located
near the Mexican border, in the departments of San Marcos, Retalhuleu, Queztaltenango, and
Coatepeque. Sept. 14: Montepeque confirmed the death of a child from cholera in Champerico,
Retalhuleu department. The minister also reported 19 confirmed and 20 suspected cases of cholera
in Guatemala City. Sept. 15: Panamanian health officials implemented a nationwide general
health "alert." Sept. 16: Salvadoran Health Ministry spokespersons confirmed the nation's second
cholera fatality in San Salvador. Ninety cases of the disease, the majority in or around the capital,
have been confirmed. Panamanian health officials reported a second cholera fatality in Darien
department. The government has appropriated $2.6 million for cholera prevention and treatment.
Health ministry officials say that $2.4 million more will be necessary to effectively halt the spread
of the disease. Sept. 17: Panamanian Health Ministry officials reported a third cholera fatality in
Darien department. As of Tuesday, the number of confirmed cases in Darien totaled 76. The Spanish
government donated $60,000 and 20 water purification pumps to the Guatemalan Health Ministry to
be used in cholera prevention. Sept. 18: Salvadoran health officials reported a third cholera fatality,
and 98 confirmed cases nationwide. Panamanian health officials reported 28 new cases of cholera in
Darien department, raising the total to 110. In Panama City, fish vendors' stalls were ordered closed.
Sept. 19: Panamanian Health Minister Rolla reported 112 confirmed cases of cholera. The minister
also announced that the government had increased the cholera prevention budget to $5 million.
Sept. 20: Panamanian health officials reported eight new confirmed cases of cholera, raising the
total to 120. All victims of the disease are located in Darien department. Salvadoran deputy health
minister Argueta confirmed three cholera fatalities, and 105 confirmed cases of the disease. Sept.
23: Spokespersons for Guatemala's Catholic Bishops Conference told local press sources that the
Church has evidence of "thousands of people infected and dozens of dead from cholera throughout
the nation." Guatemalan health officials have reported only two deaths and 200 confirmed cases of
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the disease. In Quezaltenango department, hospital officials reported that 471 persons are suffering
from diarrheic symptoms similar to cholera. Sept. 24: Panamanian officials reported a total of 211
confirmed cholera cases in Darien department, and five fatalities. [Basic data from Inter Press
Service (Italy), 09/12/91, 09/17/91; Notimex, 09/17/91; AFP, 09/07/91, 09/12- 20/91, 09/23/91; ACANEFE, 09/05/91, 09/09/91, 09/10/91, 09/13/91, 09/14/91, 09/16-18/91, 09/20/91, 09/24/91]
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